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Welcoming letter 

 

Dear delegates, 

Have the best welcome to this distinguished committee, the UN Security Council, and to this fifth 

edition of the CISMUN. May I introduce our selves, my name is Ivana Pérez, and I’m going to be 

your president during the development of this model, as well as Juan Andrés Díaz, who is going 

to be your vice-president.  

It´s a pleasure for us to be the ones guiding, and helping you in all the concerns you may 

have. We have in prospect to be really helpful. This committee has a big responsibility, indeed, 

that´s why we expect the best from you, be committed and organized. Beyond a responsibility to 

accomplish, we want you to like and learn from all of this experience, to wake a researcher and 

curious inner self attitude, to acquire important skills such as to argue, and investigate more 

easily the information needed, and last, loosing shyness and nervousness which is completely 

fine. Finally, to conclude, we are hoping for you to grow as MUN delegates. 

If you have any doubt, do not hesitate on telling us, we will be willing to help you in 

whatever you need to make this committee the best and the most pleasant. 

Kind regards, 

Ivana Pérez 

(ivanaperezluengas@gmail.com) 

Juan Andrés Díaz 

(juandipe2010@gmail.com) 

 

 

 II. about the Security Council  
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“The Security Council is mandated to act on behalf of all members of 

the United Nations to “ensure prompt and effective action” with 

respect to the maintenance of international peace and security and 

shall act in accordance with the Purposes and Principles of the United 

Nations.”  

Charter of the United Nations, Article 24. 

 

The Security Council has four main purposes: 

• To maintain the international peace and security 

• To develop friendly relationships with countries 

• To solve international problems 

• To maintain and promote human rights 

The council is formed by 15 total members, the following 5 are permanent: The Russian 

Federation, The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, The French Republic, 

The People's Republic of China and The United States of America, those five are the only ones 

that have the veto power, which means that they have the right to vote against a draft and it will 

not become a resolution. Each member has the obligation to comply with all the council 

decisions.  

The Security Council intervenes when there is a threat or an act of aggression that could 

endanger international peace and security. The council tries to solve the problem by peaceful 

means, by recommending methods and adjustments, sending investigations or envoys, creating a 
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pacific approach to the problem and set rules and principles for an agreement, it also request the 

Secretary-General to use his good offices to achieve a pacific settlement of the dispute.  

In extreme cases, when the solutions given before are not successful or are not proper, the 

council opts to the imposing of sanctions (economic sanctions, arms embargoes, financial 

penalties and restrictions) or authorizing military action. 

 The council has 4 committees:  

• Counter-Terrorism Committee 

•  Non-Proliferation Committee 

•  United Nations Military Staff Committee  

• Sanctions Committees. 

Also, the Security Council advices the General Assembly and the General Secretary with 

the purpose of the election of the new judges for the International Court of Justice.  

 

III. Rules of procedure: 

(2019). Security council rules. Carthage.edu. https://www.carthage.edu/model-united-

nations/security-council/rules/ 

 

I.  The Security Council shall consist of 15 member states, including five permanent and ten 

temporary seats, each member state being accorded one vote. 

II. The Security Council shall be presided over by a president who will declare the opening and 

closing of each Security Council meeting, direct the discussion of the Council meetings, ensure 

the observance of these rules, accord the right to speak, put questions, and announce decisions. 
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III. The Council’s first order of business will be to set the agenda. 

• Motion to put topic X on agenda (second required, debatable) 

• Debate (2 speakers in favor, 2 opposed) 

• Motion to close debate (procedural vote) 

• Vote on original motion (procedural vote) 

IV. The Council will then move to consideration of topic X 

• The Council shall move to open a speaker’s list or caucus, for the purpose of debate 

• Delegates shall raise their placards to be acknowledged 

• A motion for a speaker’s list requires to be seconded, it is debatable, and requires a simple 

majority vote 

o Upon adoption of a speakers list, a time limit can (and should) be set for speeches. A motion to 

limit the speaker’s time requires to be seconded and it is debatable. 

• A motion to caucus must be seconded and requires a simple majority vote. A time limit must be 

set for caucusing. 

o Caucusing can be either moderated or immoderate. Immoderate caucusing will involve members 

meeting in groups to discuss, while moderated caucusing will be presided over by the president. 

During moderated caucusing, members will raise their placards to be recognized and may then 

speak for the designated amount of time. 

V. Passage of resolutions 

• Draft resolutions shall be introduced to the President who shall provide for their distribution to all 

members of the Council. 
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• To be introduced a draft resolution must have the signatures of at least five members of the 

Council. 

• When the draft resolution has been distributed, the floor is opened for debate. One of the 

signatories may rise to introduce the draft resolution. The adoption of draft resolutions is a 

substantive question. 

VI. Voting 

• Substantive Votes: Passage of substantive votes requires the affirmative votes of nine members 

of the Council, including the concurring vote (abstention or absence) of the five permanent 

members. Each of the five permanent members has veto power in substantive voting procedures. 

If any one of the five permanent members vetoes a resolution, the resolution fails. 

• Procedural Votes: Passage of procedural votes requires the affirmative votes of nine members of 

the Council. 

• Roll-Call Vote: The Council shall normally vote by a show of placards, but any delegate may 

request a roll call vote. The roll call vote shall be taken in the English alphabetical order of the 

names of the members. The name of each member shall be called. Votes shall be “yes,” “no,” or 

“abstain”. Requests for a roll call vote are not subject to vote, debate, or objection.     
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Topic A 

Recognition of Kurdistan as a state 

Introduction: 

Who are the Kurds? 

Nowadays there are around 25 to 35 million Kurds living in a mountainous region 

inhabiting the: South-eastern Turkey, north-eastern Syria, northern Iraq and north-western Iran. 

They form a distinctive community united by culture, language and race, the majority of 

them are Sunni Muslims, but some of them also stick to other religions.fas.org (n.d) 

Background: 

First of all, it is necessary to identify who are the Kurds, and why Kurdistan is not an 

internationally recognized nation state yet. 

In the First World War and its outcome, the infamous Sykes-Picot agreement split the 

Ottoman Empire into nation-states. The Kurds left out of the Sykes-Picot, with the idea of an 

independent Kurdistan, negotiated their own state under the Treaty of Sevres, that was drafted to 

deal with the dissolution and partition of the Ottoman Empire and autonomy of Kurdistan, but 

this was rejected by the new Turkish nationalist regime, and so, was replaced with the treaty of 

Lausanne, which gave the control to the entire Anatolian peninsula to the new Turkish Republic, 

including the Kurdistan homeland in Turkey.ecured.cu (n.d)  

From the end of WW1 to the Gulf War in 1990, the Kurds in Turkey, Iran, Iraq and Syria 

fought separate guerrilla campaigns to achieve autonomy. All the campaigns were put down and 

the Kurdish people suffered greater repression each time. 

After WW1: 

In Turkey, Mustafa Kemal, the first Turkish president, denied the existence of any other 

cultural subgroup, as a result, the Kurdish people felt hardly repressed. Just until 1991 the use of 
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the Kurdish language was legal. Since then the Turkish government has consistently thwarted 

attempts by the Kurds to organize politically, their parties are shut down constantly and its 

members are accused for “crimes of opinion”. The New York Times (2009). Also, Turkey has 

withheld resources from the Kurdish region, and resultantly, this country is clearly divided in 

two: the northern and western regions are highly developed, while the south and east are still part 

of “developing countries”.  

 

Kurds in Iraq were also repressed in the late 80s and early 90s under the leadership of 

Saddam Hussein who led several massacres on Kurdish civilians during Iran-Iraq war, accusing 

them of assisting the Iranians.culturalsurvival.org (n.d) in 1992, the Iraqi Kurdish Front 

established the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) a new autonomous government of the 

Kurdistan Iraq. In 2003 the US invaded Iraq, and the Peshmerga (the military forces of Iraqi 

Kurdistan) joined the fight to overthrow Saddam Hussein, after this, a new constitution was 

approved, and The Kurdistan Regional Movement and the Kurdistan Parliament was recognized. 

On October 2017 Kurds in Iraqi Kurdistan took part in a referendum in which 93% of those who 

voted chose independence, but the Iraqi government called the referendum illegal. BBC (2017). 

 

Recently, Iran has very close relations with Iraq. So, a Kurdish state that would be 

friendly to the United States and Israel isn’t tantalizing thought for the Iranians. 

Syrian Kurds, thanks to the Syrian war, Rojava, a self-governed region has taken place, 

with a powerful militia that lead the fight against ISIS, they claimed to protect the rights of all 

citizens, including the multiple ethnic groups and they promoted gender equality in the region. 

This region was later re-named the Democratic Federation of Northern Syria, and the Kurds 

promoted their democratic model as a solution for post-war Syria. But reports also claimed that 
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the Kurds displaced non-Kurdish populations and committed human rights abuses. The Syrian 

government denied its existence, and also, Turkey claims that Kurds in Rojava are a front for the 

PKK (the Kurdistan Workers party, that´s been at war with them since the 1980s and is labeled as 

a terrorist group). After all, the Kurdish offensive has led to the fall of ISIS in some territories.  

 

The PKK: 

 The PKK (Kurdistan Workers Party) it´s an important factor when we talk about the 

possible recognition of Kurdistan as state. It was created as a result of the aims of many Kurds of 

having and independent Kurdistan. It was created with Marxist-Leninist roots, it was formed in 

1978, but they launched the armed conflict against Turkish government until 1984. Nowadays 

their purpose is more involved with winning civil rights and some level of autonomy, a senior 

research at the Center for Social Cohesion, in London, stated that their aim is to live under a 

system where they would “rule themselves within a Turkish state”. Even though their military 

leader Cemil Bayik said they didn’t want to separate from turkey and set up a state, and that their 

intentions were to live within the borders of turkey freely, Turkey´s government still accuses the 

PKK of trying to create a separate state. 

They are considered as a terrorist group by the European Union, The United States of 

America, and of course, Turkey. Also, their ideologies have changed, they have been abandoning 

gradually their Marxist-Lenin roots after a discussion process, so now, they have incorporated 

ecologist and confederal elements in their ideologies (influenced mostly by Murray Book chin) 

this got the name of “democratic confederalism” and its principal driver has been Öcalan 

Democratic confederalism: 

Democratic confederalism´s major influencer is Abdullah Öcalan (The actual leader of the 

PKK). And basically the ideology they defend is based on the idea that society can be run truly 
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democratically through assemblies or communes, which form confederations with each other 

across regions. Local assemblies elect representatives at the village or street level and these 

representatives represent their assembly at the level of the city or region, and the same process 

over again in order to represent them in higher levels, so in that measure, for Öcalan, the real 

power remains with the population, and not with the bureaucracies, and the form of government 

would just be necessary in order to implement the decisions made by the assemblies. In addition, 

Democratic confederalism is open towards other political groups and factions. It is flexible, 

multi-cultural, anti-monopolistic, and consensus oriented. Ecology and feminism are central 

pillars. In the frame of this kind of self-administration an alternative economy will become 

necessary, which increases the resources of the society instead of exploiting them and thus does 

justice to the manifold needs of the society. Öclan sees this as a model which will provide a 

peaceful environment for the whole middle East. This is now the form of government in Rojava, 

an autonomous region of the northern-Syria.  

Guiding links: 

Delegates, we recommend you check constantly Kurdistan’s news. Here are some links 

that might be helpful for a better comprehension of the topic. 

(in here there are some links about some specific country’s news websites, but they are 

useful for all of you) 

• Independent.co.uk  

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/Kurdistan 

• Ebraheem, M (28, April 2019). Erdoğan to visit Iraq by “end of this year” — 

Turkish FM. Iraq: iraquinews.com. 

https://www.iraqinews.com/tag/kurdistan/ 

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/Kurdistan
https://www.iraqinews.com/tag/kurdistan/
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• Breaking News from the Kurdish Regions.thekurdishproject.org. 

https://thekurdishproject.org/kurdistan-news/ 

Guiding questions: 

• What was your delegation’s opinion, and how was it involved in the treaty of 

Lausanne? 

• Does your delegation recognize Kurdistan? Has it said something about it? 

• Does your delegation consider the PKK as a terrorist group? Has your delegation 

said something about them? 

• Which are your delegation’s allies? 

• Which countries are not friendly to yours? Or to your delegation? 

Delegates, 

Remember that it is important to fulfill your information in order to have a clear  idea 

about your country/ countries politics, it’s important to know some information about your 

delegation’s background as well. 

Delegates, we recommend you keep on eye the UN´s news, they might be useful for 

 you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://thekurdishproject.org/kurdistan-news/
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Topic B 

 

Peacekeeping in South Sudan 

Introduction: 

On 9 July 2011 South Sudan became the newest country in the world. The birth of the 

Republic of South Sudan is the culmination of a six-year peace process which began with the 

signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) in 2005. 

In adopting resolution 1996 (2011) on  July the 8th of 2011, the Security Council determined that 

the situation faced by South Sudan continued to constitute a threat to international peace and 

security in the region and established the United Nations Mission in the Republic of South Sudan 

(UNMISS) to consolidate peace and security and to help establish conditions for development. 

Following the crisis which broke out in South Sudan in December 2013, the Security Council, by 

its resolution 2155 (2014) of 27 May 2014, reinforced UNMISS and reprioritized its mandate 

towards the protection of civilians, human rights monitoring, and support for the delivery of 

humanitarian assistance and for the implementation of the Cessation of Hostilities Agreement 

(Security Council, 2011). 

 

Background: 

 In order to understand South Sudan conflict, it necessary to know how this state became 

independent and its framework of how human rights have been vulnerated on the region. 

Since before colonial times a deep divide has existed in Sudan, between the predominantly 

Muslim Arabic-speaking north, and people from the South, which is mostly Christian or follows 

other traditional religions. The divide began to turn violent in the 1950s shortly after Sudan 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/1996(2011)
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2155(2014)
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2155(2014)
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gained independence from British and Egyptian rule. Power was centralized and given to the 

northerners.  

This government was serving only to enrich its members by grabbing natural resources 

and ignoring the desperate needs of the Sudanese people, the two parts of the country fought for 

decades in a civil war that ended with the Comprehensive Peace Agreement in 2005, this 

agreement allowed the South to govern itself and also gave the opportunity to citizens of South 

Sudan to vote to break away from Sudan, thanks to the UN, and the international community the 

vote was held in January 2011, and passed with the 99%  bbc.com (2011)  in favor of creating a 

new state. South Sudan two largest ethnic groups are the Dinka and the Nuer, and their new 

president was Salva Kiir, that belonged to the Dinkas, and in an expression of unity he asked 

Vice President Riek Machar to be his vice president( who was neur), but peace didn’t lasted long, 

because in 2003, Kiir accused Machar to be planning a coup against him, and as a result, the 

fighting between the two leaders escalated, and on December of 2013, forces loyal to Machar 

clashed with forces loyal to Kiir.  

They started to mobilize secret militias and making allies using a hate speech to 

encourage violence against civilians, hundreds of people started to be killed and thousands to be 

displaced. The situation has been getting worse, the big competition over resources, the 

intervention by neighboring countries and the massive flow of weapons have only served to 

improve violence, near to 400.000 people. Hrw.org (n.d) have already died thanks to this conflict. 

Current situation: 

 South Sudan´s current situation is very devastating, as reported by the Human Rights 

Commission established by the United Nations for the country, despite the peace agreement 

signed in September 2018 by the leaders President SalvaKiir and former vice-president Riek 

Machar, and which includes a unity government until the elections set for 2022. The Commission 
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states that the situation has worsened significantly in recent months, with documented cases 

showing an increase in violations between November and December 2018. 

  There are many analyzing features behind this situation, for example multinational 

companies, have been allies in the military offensives of the Government of South Sudan. The 

US Department of Commerce discovered that transnational corporations provide "substantial 

income that, through public corruption, are used to finance the purchase of weapons and other 

materials that undermine the peace, security and stability of South Sudan. Also, it is confirmed 

that Oil is intrinsically related to this conflict from the beginning and that its control is "a great 

prize in the fight for political and economic power," says the UN report, the places that 

concentrate the largest number of oil wells, are also those who have recorded more violence and 

the most serious violations of human rights. This is a trend in all parts of the country that have oil 

deposits. Each time they have been "more militarized by government forces". The National 

Security Service of South Sudan has expanded its participation in Nilepet 

Thus, the benefits of oil are monopolized by the elites while most of the population lives in 

poverty (more than 82%, according to the World Bank). 

 

Which oil companies operate in South Sudan? 

• Dar Petroleum Operating Company is the largest oil producing consortium in South Sudan. It is 

owned by the National Petroleum Company of China (41%) and Petronas of Malaysia (40%). 

The remaining 14% is owned by Nilepet and its subsidiaries and Tri Ocean (4%), a company 

with Kuwaiti and Egyptian capital. 

• Greater Pioneer operates in oil fields near the border with Sudan. It is owned by the National 

Petroleum Company of China (40%), Petronas (30%), the Petroleum and Natural Gas 

Corporation of India (25%) and Nilepet (5%). 
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• Sudd Petroleum Operation Company (SPOC), which operates in the Unity state, is owned by 

Petronas (68%), the Indian Petroleum and Natural Gas Corporation (24%) and Nilepet (8%).  

Cfr.org (n.d) 

Guiding links: 

Delegates, we recommend you check constantly South Sudan´s news on the UN´s news 

 page. Here are some links that might be helpful for a better comprehension of the topic. 

• Peralta, E. (8, November 2019). Will South Sudan's New Peace Agreement Hold 

This Time? npr.org 

https://www.npr.org/2018/11/08/665386800/will-south-sudans-new-peace-

agreement-hold-this-time 

 

 

• (28, January, 2019). Bolstering South Sudan’s Peace Deal. Crisisgroup.org. 

https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/south-sudan/bolstering-south-

sudans-peace-deal 

 

• Independent.co.uk 

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/south-sudan (in this page over here, you will 

find diverse news too about humanitarian help, violations of human rights, mostly 

woman and child rights, it’s not mandatory to read them all but we recommend 

you do so) 

• (8, march, 2019). Peace deal holds in South Sudan, but humanitarian funding 

‘ultimately unsustainable,’ says top UN envoy.news.un.org 

https://www.npr.org/2018/11/08/665386800/will-south-sudans-new-peace-agreement-hold-this-time
https://www.npr.org/2018/11/08/665386800/will-south-sudans-new-peace-agreement-hold-this-time
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/south-sudan/bolstering-south-sudans-peace-deal
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-africa/south-sudan/bolstering-south-sudans-peace-deal
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/south-sudan
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https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/03/1034351 

Guiding questions: 

•  What does your delegation think about South Sudan current situation? 

• Is your delegation supporting SalvaKiir or Riek Machar? Why? How? 

• How oil companies help fund violence in South Sudan? 

• Is your country making part of any oil companies operating in South Sudan? 

• Which are your delegation’s allies? 

• Which countries are not friendly to yours? Or to your delegation? 

Delegates, 

Remember that it is important to fulfill your information in order to have a clear idea 

about your country/ countries politics, it’s important to know some information about your 

delegation’s background as well. 

Delegates, we recommend you keep on eye the UN´s news, they might be useful for 

 you. 
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https://libcom.org/library/confederalism-democratic-confederalism-rojava
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